
A Chat With
Gertude Athcrton

By ALMA LUISE OLSEN.

' I ""ilK moon was very bright and the
- Hud.son very black Ly contract.

Suii wi that whirring .sound were not
that of motor tars and buses hut came
from a huge airplane overhead! And
suppose the airplane descended very low
and dropped 11 book which would alter
the whole course of our lives!

Of course the idea wasn't original. It
came of reading Gertrude Athcrton's The
While Morning, coupled wilh the sugges-
tion that the hook ou;;hl to lie trans-
lated into German and dropped from
planes so that the German women might
read il and perhaps he stirred into the
very kind of revolt which the Look de-

scribes.
Mrs. Athrrfon herself admitted it. might

be done, looking up from a pile of papers
a foe- - deep on her desk. It was not
manuscript of a novel, hut letters from
all ever the country in answer to her
recent request lor dietitions to go to
France.

"Kery one is so willing to help win the
var!" she exclaimed. '"To be sure it
means a little extra work for me when
the butcher and the baker and the candle-Btic- k

maker turn into would-b- e dietitians
over night and write and ;usk me if I won't
Bend them to France; but I don't mind
answering all those additional letters at
least not much."

Coming, "The Avalanche."
It looked as if her work for Ix P.ien-Etr- e

du Blesse had submerged Mrs. Ath-erto- n,

the novelist, completely. She read
the. unspoken question in the visitor's
eyes, laughed and said:

"So, the mantwript of my new story
isn't here. It's over in Sew Jersey in a
quiet little country spot where I run off to
for several days in the week to write. I
finished the. story last Friday. It had
thirteen chapters! Thirteen isn't my un-

lucky number, but I thought I wouldn't
tempt Providence too far and broke no
the last chapter into two, making four-
teen in all.

"I wrote and copied 50.000 words in
seven weeks which shows what one can
do away from the telephone. No,' it isn't
a wai story this time. I've called it The
Avahnche, and it's a California tale.

"Margaret Anglin told me the original
incident and attempted to persuade me to
write it as a pjay for her. Now that the
book Ls finished she would never recog-

nize any part of it but an incident in the
climax.

''That's always the way with writing
novels and stories. I never know bow
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they arc going to come out when I begin

any more than I could take a child right
now and say just how I was going to
shape its whole life. This new story, by
the way, is laid in San Francisco .and
deals with society life.

"Most writers who describe California
in their books tell about nature and the
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Two Novels by Berta Ruck
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BERTA RUCK
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does not fall to the lot of many
IT authors to have two novels put on

the market at once. Herta Buck (Mrs.

Oliver Onions) is the lm-k- writer who is

allowed the double throw this season. One

of the books ii His Official Fiancee,
which is not new, but is now being pub-

lished in about the fifteenth edition, and
the other is a new novel entitled The

Three of Hearts, a diverting aeeoant of
the troubles of a bashful youth who pro

people and the proletariat and such and well. r.. are I got

things No one but has ever the idea from when I
aiiyth:n about social lif- - in San Fran- - young.'

C . , i. . i.i..cisco It is I nil oi crania, u intnr
New York in part, but it has a
teir all its own."

Mrs. Atherton works everj-- morning

from 7 until noon, Hooverizing on dry-brea-

and tea. She began to make stories
when fcbc about 0" and could only tell

them to herself in the glass. She always

wanted to travel, and when she couldn't do

that hen husband would not stir out of

.California until he went to Chile as a

"lies on a warship and died on it s!;:

would amuse herself by wilting compute

travel books, taking her characters
thron.!?li all parts of Knrope, and she knew

enough geography tu make the accounts
truthful.

"And 1 believe," ills. Atherton sajtf.

"that I apply some of those same ideas

tc my writing of fiction to day. Mo-- t
lives Hie humdrum and commonplace, on

the sni face al least. So I take charae-ttr- s

that haven't had half a chance in real
life cud recreate their destinies for them

OVER THERE AND BACK
By Lieut. Joseph S. Smith

"We tliink E. P. Dulton & Co. for

this Look right out of the heart of the

maelstrom of war. For it gi es us. through

the a gleam of a hoi) grail that

death cannot the evrrsooght, but

rarely found, apiiit of beauty in human

c let fellow mm and animal friend.

Inl of the grecttr humanity that

. i. in in tle end and establish this

c!d Kir!d ajain as a fcetp.th to t!ie stars."

-P- hiladelphia RunJ.
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posed to several girls at once, without
the slightest intention of so doing. His
Official Fiancee is about a terribly dig-

nified young business man of London
who to appear his family
unci the norld in general as enquired.

The the

tells the stun.

HIS Ori'tt'IAL FJAXi'Hi". Rr Beta
Kick. Dodd, Mead & Co. .."0.

TIIK THRKK OF IIEABTS. Br BttTA
Ki-c- IodJ, HtMd & Co. $1.40.

lumks, the resultplain
invself tol-- l Taine was very

charac--

was

unoke,

kill,

wishes before

wL-"i.'- g'' man, savs Cant. Alan
Hott, author of ("ucalry of the Clouds, "if
he be a prisoner and a wise man enters a
small check for the German lied Cross, as
being the quickest way of letting his
hankers and relations know he is alive."

a a to

IN BELGIUM
Bt vkonox KE3XO::

Tlw Man who wa in ch.-ui-r of the relief
wrU in "Mrtlirru France Kle
the itH authfutir Niory of bow the

It I:." amwcri-- J Ihc (Ties or distress.
Net. $1.25.

CAVALRY OF THE CLOUDS
I!) CA1T. AKiN BOTT. M. C.

Trii' t.!iii i r the day to day worU of trio
iiilrt Hetitors of the air by one who han
fuccl I tic Uo;he machine puns In the ccUinc
nf Ht wtiiij. One of the best war
txiok'- - i,i lingland. Nut.

THE OF
II) JAAIKS MOTT IIAIJ.lWr.lJ.

Thi little book dnlicatul to the American
soldirr- ant ai!ora wtio bao heeJed the
call of t.ifartt. trlH the inner meaning
of the Oival War in betulTor Dctnocrarj .

.Net. 75 cents.

A JOURNAL FROM OUR
IN BELGIUM

Br III'UII GIBSON
li.--. s(xTctary of the American Lega-

tion in i:niri. tliish tiilwon wan pntcnt
luritis awful days when the iron foot of

militartim rofir ni:Kh.liod a
prirc'.i' l.nul. He o ixuninx Umvain.
fie tnVI to ao Edith t'aiell. ho witnwcl
the trasedtasnf r!om. It ii
all l''Te. imrlv and honrtt written, with-
out feu- - or r'or. Net. i3.50.

Somt Idea
That of Skin ncr s

wr. Skinner's id-a- , but lie took InsIT tip from McLaughlin, whoc business
slogan wa to "'punch "em on the uoW
Still il ua a mean trick of McLaughlin &

Perkins to leave the junior partner to fire

all the old men who had helped to build
up the business.

The senior partners leaving Skinner to

do the dirty work had gone down to

South America with the avowed purpo
of putting the misguided South American
merchants through a conkological course;
in other words with the object of making
lliem fit up by doing them right between
the ejesJ, for the everlasting glory, the
futr. e prestige and the immediate emolu-i:ki- .!

of the business house of Mclaughlin
& l'erkins.

Skinner's Tough Job.

Skinner had a heart. He baled to do it,
but he wa only a junior partner had
only a minority say in the matter; well,
he would do it: IJeplace the rnt riding old
men wi.h young men of initiative. How
he would do it he didn't but he
would replace them and he did! How?
Took a le.if from McLaughlin's book of
buMiifsw etMa. and punched them fairly
::r.d jiiarrly. individually and collec-

tively, right on the nose.
Irrespective of age or years of service,

he btought them lip with a jolt. Thiew
the emire responsibility of running the
office u;.".:i these men who had grown
old in evading who for
tears had never dared to do anything
without whether it should be done
or how it should be done. Threw all the.
responsibility on t!iese Kor old duffer?
and tied to the woods, with a malevolent
chuckle, at a time when the most impor-
tant business deals in the history of the
house were pending.

To reply paid telegrams Skinner re-

turned no answer. To telephone messages
his wife answered in the suavest of tones
and as if she were glad of it that Skinner
was under observation at the sanatorium.

Back to Ssc the Fun.
The very thought of those old rut ridorf,

blown out of their trenches and compelled
to fight out in the open, acted like a tonie

Skinner. He felt and looked ten years
younger, bnt he couldn't stand it any
longer. l:e l ad just got to see the ahow;

gir! to help him effect this 't staging the part with clothes of

anikBrlgium

As

on

loudest arid most juvenile eut, he blows
in among them.

The old boys look tired, but there is a
new glint in their eyes. They have acted,
have had to act! And because of long
years of iutimate knowledge of the intri-
cate details of the business they have
a'teil well. But save for the new glint in
their eyes there is no ehangc to note in
tlieir appearance.

It" Skinner hadn't acted so impetuously
but enoagh. Skinner's elixir of youth

can 1m obtained in any wide open town.
The prescription will be filled at any
book store. Ask for Skinner's Big Idea.

MKIXXKK'S BIO IDKA. Br Henkt lav-IX- C

Dorut. Harper k Brothers. 50 cents.

For A Clearer Vision
A Broader Comprehension

Read these vital books covering ercry phase of the Great War.
Each is written by pre-emine- nt authority vcith story

tell from personal experience or earnest study.
FIGHTING STARVATION

SPIRIT LAFAYETTE

LEGATION

(ierma.i over

Belgium's ni:irl

know,

responsibility,

I TALES FROM
A FAMISHED LAND

V.y HOWARD ETBC III.
These stor:e frrew out of the hearj-rrndi-

en riimif .f an American who rred on
the Vr.ui'U-io-'i for Krlirf in .Belgium
tra"i-- .i and farce, folk-lo- re and wayside
adtcLttcu. Not.

COMHADL'S IN COURAGE
it) I ICl'T. ANTU1MK REUIER

IliTf ii :!.c 'd of the French nation laid
Itif firo-ia- the reactions of a cultured
Frrn.--h ofneer to the horrors or world-xnlli- rt

A revelation of what the men in
tr.i: trenehoi think. Net. $10.

BLOWN IN BY THE DRAFT
By FRAZIKR UVNT

nroev. unconventional camp yams that
te!l tho story of how the undigested tnfrrcdi-eit- ts

of a wonderful meltinie pot wcro fused
ami uuiticd into a National Army.

Net, $1.23.

A HISTORY OF
THE WORLD WAR

By FRANK SIMONOS
Mr "Iniondji. by common' consent, holds
lir-.- t place for his comprehensive grasp oi
corv phase of tile war. hl keenness of

and hLs ronilndng clarity of presen-
tation. VoL I. "The Attack on France,
and Vol. II. "The Making of Middle Eu-

rope." together take the reader through all
mi!i,.M actions up to the Battle ot Hie
fcomine. To 1h? vmplet In five soltime.

Eaih. illustrated. 3.50 net

On Sale rrhcTcrer Beck Are Scld Doubleday,Fmei Company 1
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